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Within our school we are all different and we are all alike.
What matters most, however, is that we are all significant.
-Author unknown
W
elcome back!  Hopefully, you all enjoyed the long holiday break and had a chance to share memorable moments with family and friends.  I hope that you all have a healthy, happy, and prosperous 2012.
The New Year is a time for reflecting on the past year and renewing our commitment to the things that are important to us.  This is a great time for us to remind the children of how important it is to take care of themselves, how to relate to others, and their continued efforts on their school work.  During our January Town Hall meetings with the children we will be reminding them about our expectations  while   providing them guidelines on how to treat each other here at school.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On January 16th, we pause to celebrate the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
It has been over forty years since his death, but his vision and his leadership in civil rights, non-violence, and teaching tolerance are still very much with us today.  The children will be discussing his life and legacy in their classes over the next few days, so our children understand Dr. King is not a distant, historical figure.  Today more than ever, our children must learn how to solve problems with the non-violent solutions that reflect Dr. King’s  teaching .  When children understand these values; they learn the importance of saying “No” to unjust and unfair words and actions.  They learn that “What is right is not always popular.  What is popular is not always right.” I hope you will find opportunities to continue this discussion at home.


READING IDEAS….
Several parents stopped me and asked how they can support their child’s reading.  This piece comes from Tammy Barnes a reading resource teacher – 


“Readers use certain strategies before, during, and after reading to assist them with understanding the text.  Discussing these strategies with your children will help them to become better readers.  Our goal is for these strategies to become automatic as students read”.
BEFORE READING
· Have your child look at the title, illustrations, and captions.
· Discuss what you already know about the topic.
· Make predictions.
· Decide on the purpose for reading.  What do you hope to find out?
DURING READING
· Think about your predictions and make new ones.  Think about what will happen next. 
· Visualize/picture in your mind what is happening.
· Identify new information and important vocabulary.
· Reread any unclear passages.
· Think about how you feel about what you are reading.
· Make connections within the text and your prior knowledge.
· Make inferences.  What conclusions can I make from what is stated in the text?
AFTER READING
· Confirm or refute predictions.
· Discuss any unclear parts with them.
· State the main idea.
· Discuss the most important parts of the story.
· Think about what you read - does it remind you of someone, something you’ve done 
· Think about what you read - does it remind you of someone, something you’ve done or an experience that you have had?


Generosity abounds at KES [image: C:\Documents and Settings\dweisel\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\766XJEHF\MC900105218[1].wmf]
Thanks to all of you who donated mittens, hats and socks to our “Tree of warmth”.  Many heads, hands and feet will be warmer due to your generosity!  
PRINCIPAL’S / PARENT COFFEE…..
The  Principal’s Conversation and coffee will take place January 17th .  There will be two sessions one in the morning from 9:30 to 10:30 in the cafeteria and one session in the evening from 7 to 8.  The Topic will be the “The Common Core: What it entails and what it means for our children and schools. 
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Safety 
Safety and security continues to be a priority for us here at the KES. Parents, we need your help and cooperation!  If each of us can adhere to the following procedures, our school and school areas will be much safer places for our children:
In the building…
•  Visits to the classroom should be set-  up/scheduled with the teacher. 
•  Please remember to use the front entrance and sign in when you come to the building 
In the parking lots…
•  Please drive slowly and carefully. 
•  Please remember to let your children out of your vehicle on the side of the curb.
•  Please pick up your child in the assigned area
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Recess
The children at Kent Elementary School continue to go outside for recess on all days when the temperature is above 24 degrees. Please help your child come prepared for the school day by dressing them properly to play outside.                                                                                       

This includes proper foot wear, gloves/mittens and hats.
Please be sure to label your child’s winter clothing (we’d like to keep the lost and found pile to a minimum!).
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Notes from the Nurse
Our school nurse Lynn Annunziato, reminds us that school policy requires that a child stay home for a full 24 hours after breaking a fever or vomiting and/or diarrhea. Your child should be fever-free without medication for a full 24 hours.  If your child is on an antibiotic (i.e. for strep throat) he/she must stay home for a full 48 hours.  This will make your child less susceptible to germs and prevent the other children in the room from being exposed to illness. Working together, we can help keep everyone healthy.
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Dismissal:
Our instructional day ends at 3:20, while we know that there are days when an early dismissal cannot be avoided, please do not make it a habit to pick your child up prior to 3:20.

ATTENDANCE 101
As you know, regular school attendance is essential to school success, letters will be sent out to parents of children with more than 10 or more absences or  tardiness.
This letter was just to provide you with information and offer any assistance.  Please remember to call in your child’s absences to the attendance hotline (878-2094) and send in a note when your child returns to school. If your child is going to be absent ,for an extended time, please let us know.

May the New Year offer the resolution of the many conflicts and crisis in our world and bring your family health and happiness.

Stay warm – spring is just around the corner.
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